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classifying by characteristics
» text & visual dichotomous keys
teacher notes & answer keysl

Teacher Notes & Parts of a Dinosaur
Ideas and tips for teaching dichotomous keys (how students
can achieve success) + bonus “parts of an dinosaur” diagram.
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Dichotomous Key — Dinosaurs
Can students classify objects by their characteristics? Get them
practising their skills!

Thank you!

Answer Keys | hope this resource is useful in your
Included are possible student responses and a blank master copy for classroom. Please don't hesitate fo

email me with questions at

your own perSOI’la| use! jadynthone@outlook.com
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Ensure students are aware of the parts of an dinosaur. You can use the
informational slide I've included to teach these parts so students can
with identifying common/distinct characteristics of the dinosaur.

Students should use the table of characteristics to really

between the subjects of the key. I've included two copies
of each problem, where the characteristics are present, or removed for easy
differentiation.
Remind students that they can complete the visual or text key in whichever order
is easier/makes sense to them. Expect different answers from the students, as they
can use whichever characteristics that make sense for them to create their own
keys.
OPTIONAL: Task students to create for the dinosaurs! This way
they are practising with the same stimulus, but are further developing their skills at
choosing characteristics to branch from.
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Classifying by Characteristics

Study the following organisms carefully. Using a table of information to
help you, draw a visual and text key to classify the dinosaurs.

o .
Answers can be specn‘lc)
A B (four legs) or generic (yes)- E
A B c - :
Wings
Horns
Forearms
— \
Spiked tail ' -
students must come up Wl.th.’[h
\ own common characteristics.

Organisms A to E
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Students may not need steps 4 ?nd 5,
depending on how well th::y ve
grouped their objects. The 5th step :d
provided in the event you want to ‘e:
your own “subject F” as a curveball or
extension activity.
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Organisms A to E

Dinosaurs

for
Plenty of space
students to DRAW the

organisms too!

If there is not enough room on
this half of the page for the full
visual key (there should be),
students can complete the keys
in their books orona separate

paper.

understanding activities. Here are a few examples:
e reflection (how they feel about their understanding)
* additional similar/different characteristics mindmap

* how would the key change if a new subject was added
* afun quiz/self-check of the key with answers

© Jadyn Thone

Q:leas included in the “my answer” pages for clarity. Enjoy! © - Jadyn /

ﬂhe bottom of this page could be used for a multitude of checking for \

* making another visual or text key with different characteristics
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Study the following organisms carefully. Using a table of information to Dinosaurs

help you, draw a visual and text key to classify the dinosaurs. /\

A B C D E
Wings
Horns No
Forearms No
Spiked tail
a
1 b
a
2 b
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Study the following organisms carefully. Using a table of information to Dinosaurs

help you, draw a visual and text key to classify the dinosaurs. /\

A B C D E
a
1b
a
2b
w a
0
2205
(7, ]
E a
§.24b
o a
o))
L6156
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ifyi teristics Organisms A to E
Classifying by Characteristics rganisms A to

Study the following organisms carefully. Using a table of information to Dinosaurs
help you, draw a visual and text key to classify the dinosaurs. /:\
Has wings b No wings

—\

No spikes on
tail Spiked tail
A B c D E a ' b P
- 3 E '
Wings No No Yes No No
Horns No Yes No No No
Forearms ves No ves ves No Less than three
Spiked tail No No No No Yes Three horns b horns
Head crest No Yes Yes Yes No B 4
a Has wings C
1 b Does not have wings Goto2
2 a_No spikes on tail Goto3 a| Head crest b| Nohead crest
b Spikes on tail E
": 3 a Three horns B
; b Less than three horns Goto4
a a Has head crest D
E | 4
E b Has no head crest A
o a
1
S8 5[5
o
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Study the following carefully. Using a table of information
to help you, draw a visual and text key to classifythe
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A B C D E
a
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Hi! If you enjoyed this free
resource, why not leave your
thanks on TpT? I'd love to

.
hear it! ‘b
ttps teacherspayteachers.col
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single educator. Please kindly adhere to the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act.

Looking for more?
o Terms of Use | 8
M/ M/ Download of this product is for one license —— c "
for personal classroom or home use by a ) > ‘
? Srdiaemens | 1

For special permission requests, contact me
with the details below.

jadynthone@outlook.com
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